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Abraham Maslow
• Law of  the Instrument

– Birmingham screwdriver?

– Over-reliance on a familiar tool

• "I suppose it is tempting, if  the 
only tool you have is a hammer, 
to treat everything as if  it were a 
nail."





Why Do Renewals Exist?

• Initial approvals based on limited data

• Change is a constant

• Opportunity to evaluate withdrawal rates



SRBC Groundwater Approval Process

Submit Aquifer Testing Plan

Conduct Aquifer Test

Submit Application

Commissioner Action

Pre-Application/ PWSAP Meeting

SRBC Review



Waivers:  The Great Unknown

Action Plan (Voluntary)

Implement Action Plan (Voluntary)

Submit Waiver and Application 
(Not Voluntary)

Commissioner Action

PWSAP Meeting (Voluntary)

SRBC Review



Common Renewal/ Waiver Issues

• Old approvals for old sources 
(Original permits may pre-date 
SRBC)

• Lack data to support the historic 
approval

• Standard for a renewal is the same 
as for a new source

• “Paper” water 



Public Water Supply Assistance Program

Types of  Assistance

• General Outreach and Education on Regulatory 

Requirements

• Targeted System-Specific Assistance

• Training & Workshops

• Post-Approval Condition Evaluation & Resolution



Targeted System-Specific Assistance
Development of  Renewal Action Plans

• Contact eligible systems 5 years prior to the expiration of  their approval(s); 

• Review existing data to identify gaps that should be filled prior to application 

submittal;  identify methods for collecting data during normal system operation 

that can be used to support application(s);

• Review projected growth rates and evaluate the ability of  current sources to 

meet future demand; evaluate the regulatory impact of  adding new sources to a 

system; 

• Develop Action Plans to serve as a system-specific guide through the regulatory 

process.



Waiver From Aquifer Testing

Request a waiver of  the 
aquifer testing 
requirement

Since 2008, > 90% of  
waivers have been 
approved.  However, not 
all are approved at the 
requested quantity



Three Questions

• Is the withdrawal sustainable?

• Significant adverse impacts to other users?

• Significant adverse impacts to the environment?



Sustainable

• Can the well produce the requested quantity?

• Can it be relied upon during drought conditions?

• How do you know?



Impacts to Other Users

• Are other users present in area of  influence?

• Will the withdrawal impact other wells?

• What happens if  the well is operated at the 

maximum rate?



Impacts to the Environment

• Often overlooked during operations

• What is in the vicinity of  the well?

• Are those features sensitive?



Action Plan

• Help project sponsors develop approvable 

waivers

• Assess data needs

• Develop plan to fill data gaps







Discussion

• Scenario 1

– Needs the water

– Poor original test

– No water level data

– No assessment of  impacts to others

• Result?



Discussion

• Scenario 2

– Water demands are less

– Good original test

– No good operational data

– Not a sensitive setting

• Result?



Work Session

• Consider how this affects your system

• Consider how each topic this morning relates to 

your renewal

• Will develop action plans and discuss the results



Bottom Line

• Be creative

• Use all tools available

• Use existing data to the extent possible

• Test as a last resort, but make sure the data can 

tell the story it needs to tell.


